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FOR I AM NOTHING IF NOT CRITICAL.— Othello. 
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MR. G. K. DICKINSON, AS THE EARL OF MERTON, IN THE PLAY 
OF THE “BLOT IN THE ESCUTCHEON.” 


MEMOIR OF MR. G. K. DICKINSON, 
O¥ THE THEATRE ROYAL, SADLER’S WELLS. 
(Continued from page 4.) 
A party of gentlemen, who had wit- 


to burst the bonds that encaged its spirit, 
called upon and solicited him to give an- 
other entertainment; in order that they 
might enjoy the pleasure of his elocutionary 
powers in the delivery of fresh pieces ; and 
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also be enabled to reward him for his la- 
bours, and the expense he had been pat 
to—in procuring the room, lights, &c. 
The second entertainment proved as suc- 
cessful the first. He commenced by 
addressing the audience in the following 
terms :— 


as 


“ Ladies and Gentlemen.—The remen bance of 
my forme: reception, mikes me bold to think that 
the entertainment for this evening, which is slightly 
voried by the addition of seven or eight new pieces 
—will meet with as kind and indulgent a recep- 
tion as you so graciously bestowed on my first 
attempt. | had no intention of again intruding 
upon you, but the request of a few generous friends 
has induced me, ere I leave this neighbourhood, to 
devote a few more hours to your amusement, and I 
must add, to my own gratification. I feel much 
pleased that [ should be able to satisfy criticism, 
and to congregate, a sccond time s0 numerous—so 
respectable an audience. 

“The stage (in the words of a dramatic critic) 
is the noblest intellectual amusement of which 
England can boast. To the scholar, it is asso- 
ciated with the choicest recollections of antiquity 
—to the bar and the senate it proves a modcl of 
commanding elocution and classic grace — to 
the painter and sculptor it presints objects of 
matchless dignity and expression—to those who 
desire to be instructed it offers the noblest lessons 
for intellectual improvement — and those whose 
ambition is to be amused, have their desire grati- 
fied, without any sacrifice, either of sense or 
virtue. 

“Need I instance the instruction received by 
Cicero, the greatest Roman orator, in the art of 
elocution, from Roscius the comedian, and /Zsop 
the tragedian: and to come to later times, Erskine, 
one of the greatest ornaments of the bar, has been 
heard to declare, that his finest appeals were imita- 
tions of the splendid delivery of that queen of 
tragedians—the immortal Siddons. 

“Warmed with these truths, this night I make 
appeal 
To British hearts—for they are hearts that feel.’’ 

At the conclusion he advanced and 
spoke with considerable emotion the fol- 
lowing short address :— 
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his various admirers; a token of their 
approval, and as a slight means to forward 
his views in the profession, he was now 
fully determined to embrace. 

His parents, pleased with his success, 
and seeing the indomitable perseverance 
he had shown in carrying out his views, 
yielded their consent to his becoming an 
actor: but not so his grandfather; he 
could not be argued into acquiescence, and 
from that time a breach—that was never 
healed—arose between them. 

After giving another of his entertain- 
ments in the ‘Town Hall, Knaresborough, 
and one in the Promenade Rocm, Low Har- 
rogate, he proceeded to Leeds, and on the 
introduction of Mr. Leigh Murray, was 
presented to Mr. Edward Hooper, then 
‘lessee of the Leeds, York, and Hull 
Theatres, who engaged him for general 
utility. He wisely smothered his high 
aspirations, and resolved to work his way 
upwards, through every. gradation of the 
profession. He had gained one step of 
the ladder; by perseverance and study 
there was no reason why the topmost 
height might not be attained. 


(To be continued.) 


TRES. 


METROPO 


LITAN THEA 





HAYMARKET. 

The return to the stage of one of its 
brightest ornaments in the person of our 
old established favourite, James Wallack, 
is an event too important to be passed cver. 
To us—to all who have a love for the stage, 
his reappearance in “ Don Ceesar de Bazan,” 
|is calculated to arouse feelings of a most 
gratifying character, and the audience pre- 





“Ladies and Gentlemen.—In return for this, | S¢nt on the oecasion, evidently experienced 


and a 


former indulgence, receive my grateful 
thanks. 


To whatever place I may roam, in my 


future career, the recollection that my public life | 


commenced amongst the associations of childhood, 
will be an incentive to future exertions, that I 
may prove your commendations to be just and im- 
partial, Flattered that they are so, 1 bid you fare 
well, and take with me a deep sense of your 
courtesy and attention.” 

W. Pick, Esq., of Grassgills, then rose, 
and after a fi logium on Mr. 
Dickinson's talents, presented him with a 
handsome sum of money, collected from 


a flattering eu 


ithe greatest delight by the warm reception 
they gave him. The Lazarillo of Miss P, 
Horton, as we expected from the moment 
we saw her name down for the part, was a 
charming bit of truthfulness. Maritana, 


| usually played by the second tragic portion 


| 


| characters were respectable. 


| of the establishment, was given to Miss Julia 


Bennett, and not considering it a part suited 
to her abilities, we refrain from expressing 
an opinion on her performance. Mr. 
llowe’s King deserves praise, and the other 


Mr. Wallack 
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was ; loudly, called for on te drop of the 
curtain. We are glad to find Mrs. Warner 


engaged here ; she will bea valuable addi- | 


tion to the tragic strength of the company. 
OLYMPIC. 
A little one-act drama, founded™ upon a | 
paper which appeared recently in * Black- | 
wood,” was produced on Thursday evening | 


at this house, under the title of “ The! 


Hf[eadsman.”? The author Mr. Albert Smith, 
has treated his subject very judiciously. 
The seene ms laid in Bruges, and thet plot is | 


of a complicated nature, and we cannot | 


spare room for its insertion. The applause | 
at the fall of the curtain was enthusiastic, | 
Mr. Leigh Murray and Miss de Burgh, a| 
new actress, who played the part of Bertha | 
with considerable pathos and delicacy,” were 

called for, Mr. Leigh Murray afterwards | 
announced the re petitior 1 of the piece every | 
evening. The drama, as we have said, 
exceedingly effective ; they were, 


is 
however, 


one or two dangerous points ~ it which | 


perilled its success, aad might have been 
avoided. The Old H-adsman was excellently 
played by Mr. E. Stirling, the only fault we 


o> 


have to find with his personation was that | 
he looked far too youthful to be the father 


of Gerard ; 


the same objection applies to 
the Cont 


Lewis of Mr. Norton. Mr. 


Leigh Murray gave a careful and impressive | 


reading of the charecter of Gerard, and 
Mr. Compton excited the risibility of the 
audience by his quaint humour in the part 
of Franz, a relic maker and image painter, 
who treats the wooden saints that he man- 
ufactures with professional disrespect. The 
mise en scene by Mr. Davidson is admirable, 
especially the last scene, which represents 
a public execution by torcilight in the great 
square at Bruges. 


SADLERS’ WELLS. 

This house may now be said to be the 
only theatre where the legitimate drama 
can be seen to advantage. From the com- 
mencemeut of the present management, 
the plays of Shakspeare have been brought 
before the public with a masterly hand, and 
what Mr. Macready left undone, Mr. Phelps 
has finished, the result of his labours has 
been an ample treasury to enable him to 
carry out his views. Independent of the 
most prominent of Shakspeare’ s plays, the 
manager has availed/himself of every Oppor- 
unity to produce novelty from any of our 


modern authors of the present day ; in th’s 
he has succeeded in very many instances. 
The company asa whole, is a very good 
one, while many of them possess talent cf 
ja superior order. Mr. Phelps has esta- 

blished himself in a certain line of charac- 

| ters where he has no equal, His Old Doraton 
| in the “ Road to Ruin,’”’ will imortalise him 
| as an actor in bygone days equal to many 
| great ones that’ have gone before him; 
|e could Munden rise from his grave and 
; Witness his representation of this; character, 
he would acknowledge he had left a repre- 
sentative equal to himself. lis John 
Savill of Haysted is another character 
‘equally successful; of his Shaksperian 
characters, King Jon and Macbeth are, we 
| think, the best represented, while in comedy 
°lhis Sir Anthony Absolute is not to be 
| equalled in the present day. Then we have 
| Ji. Marston a most useful and clever actor, 
| who, never fails to please ; he is an excellent 
second in tragedy and his comedy characters 
such as Benedict, gives the greatest satisfac- 
tion. Mr. G. K. Dickinson who has lately 
_been added to the company is a rising actor 
of considerable promise, the parts he has 
| sustained in tragedy, though of a juvenile 
cast, have gained him a standing in public 
favour for one so young few actors can 
boast of. Mr. G. Bennett is too well 
known to require any comment from us, he 
is a most talented and experienced pains- 
taking actor, and a favourite with the public. 
Mr. Ifoskins as a light comedian is very 
respectable, and is increasing in public 
favour fa et: ; we think his representation of 
the rustic characters are the most suited to 
his forte. Mr. Scharfe is a clever artist, 
there is much originality in his style, and 
he has the good fortune to get nice little 
parts, that tell well with the andience. 
Mr. Anthony Younge is an actor of great 
capabilites and acquirements, and may be 
considered one of the old school, he is a 
decided favourite at this theatre and an 
admirable representative of the clowns in 
the plays of the immortal Bard of Avon. 
There are many others of great merit, we 
may name Mr. Graham, not forgetting Mr. 
Williams who generally represents the Old 
Man in a very effective manner. Of the 
ladies in this theatre we are bound to speak 
of them in unqualified praise. Miss Cooper 
is a mest talented and rising actress, we 
kuow not which to admire most, her tragedy 


t 
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or her comedy, she possesses much mind 
and evidently studies hard ; her performance 
of Beatrice in ‘‘ Much Ado About Nothing,” 
latterly has won her golden opinions. Mrs. 
Marston is good in every thing she under- 
takes, her Widow Warren is all that can 
be desired. Miss Glynn improves evi- 
dently, it is a up-hill business with her to 
tread in the steps of Mrs. Warner, she 
possesses a fine figure and a good voice, 
which is much in her favour. Miss Hud- 
dart has great opportunities to become an 
actress of considerable note, if she continues 
to progress as she has done of late, she 
will soon arrive at a point that will esta- 
blish her as a star of the first magnitude. 
Miss Garthwaite is a useful actress, the parts 
she appeared in lately shews-she is well 
acquainted with the business of the stage. 
We have thus analysed some of the leading 
performers at this well-conducted establish- 
ment, and we feel confident that those per- 
sons who are in the habit of witnessing the 
gery will give us credit for what we 

ave stated, as regards the abilities of those 
actors we have spoken of, while they will 
agree with us in saying Sadlers’ Wells is 
the truly legitimate theatre. 

SURREY. 

We are much pleased to find such good 
success attending the management of this 
theatre. At this festive season the public 
seem not to have forgotten their old favourite, 
but greet his new face by immense audiences. 
The pantomime, headed by Tom Matthews, 
is the chief attraction and next week a new 
drama, called ‘Times Story,” will supply the 
place of the mass of improbabilities now play- 
ing under the title of the ** Secretary.” We 
are much pleased with the abilities of 
Madame Ponisi, and should like all the per- 
formers well if the parts they have to play 
were not many of them so repulsive. 

GRECIAN SALOON. 

An opera, entitled the ‘* Brewer of Pres- 
ton,” the composition of Adolphe Adam, 
was, produced, for the first time in this 
country, on Thursday night last, at this 
theatre, and was completely successful. The 
incidents of the piece turn upon the extra- 
ordinary likeness between Daniel Robinson, 
the brewer of Preston, aud his twin brother 
George, and they produce situations which, 
in their working out by the dramatis per- 
sJne, give much drollery aud amusement. 


To save his twin brother from disgrace, in 
_consequence of his having broken his fur- 
| lough, Daniel Robinson, Mr. Frazer, 20n- 
‘sents to put on his brother’s regimentals, 
“with the view of inducing the commander of 
‘his brother’s regiment to believe that he was 
his brother. The commander is deceived, 
but the metamorphosis leads Daniel into 
difficulties innumerable. He is obliged to 
fight a band of rebels at Lancaster, to hie 
to Windsor to present the colours taken 
from the enemy to the King; and he is 

called upon to take the command of troops 
in Ireland; and he is nearly being obliged 
to fight a duel for the misdeeds of his brother, 
He is saved from this latter affair by the 
opportune arrival of his brother, and he is 
then enabled to return to his brewery at 
Preston, where he gives his hand in mar- 
riage to an interesting little protege, named 
Effic, Miss A. Mears, whom he loves, and 
by whom he is beloved. The brewer's 


awkwardness as a soldier, and his indis- 
position to be made a hero, were pourtrayed 
with considerable effect by Mr. Frazer, who 
played and sang with considerable effect. 
He was admirably supported by Miss Mears, 
who also sang and acted with great judg- 


ment, taste, and spirit. Mr. Baldwin, as 
an old soldier, contributed by his bluff 
manner, to much of the drollery of the seve- 
ral situations in which the hero of this 
comedy of errors was placed. The music of 
the opera was of that light, agreeable, rat- 
tling character that suited well with the 
subject. The concerted pieces and chorusses 
displayed musical capabilities on the part of 
the composer of no common order. The 
gem of the opera is a trio, ‘‘ Thy dear life 
preservii g,” and was done ample justice 
to by Miss Mears, Mr. Frazer, and Mr. 
Baldwin. 





Tur LammMonp Funp.—We learn with pleasure 
that the performance at the Liverpool Theatre 
Royal, for the benefit of the widow and orphans of 
the late Mr. J. Hammond, the comediar, will re- 
alise about 210/. Miss Cushman generously gave 
her services gratuitously on the occasion ; and Mr. 
M. Simpson, the lessee of the theatre, with equal 
kindness, made no charge for the use of it. The 
performers in the orchestra and the persons em- 
ployed about the house, in like manner declined 
payment for their services. 


Breetnoven.—A new and beautiful edition on 
the works of this distinguished composer has just 
appeared at Vienna; it consist of 56 volumes and 
4,500 pages of music, 
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ss GORRESPONDENCE, 

Our orig'nal *: Lli-tory of the London Theatres ’’ 
will be resum d in our next, when we purpo-e 
giving a ** brief abstract and chronicle”’ of the 
Olympic. 





Ixcoc.—We cannot tell what is become of our cor- 
respondent, 


A Sus.—We cannot be responsible at all times for 
the errors of the printer. 


Waveriy.—If he has been in the habit of playing 
as anamateur, he should get an engagement in 
the country for practice. 


Master Dick is thanked. If he will get his por- 
trait engraved we will give it publicity. 

A ReapEer.—We are sorry the Journal has been so 
late. Holiday time has been the cause. ‘The 
paper is now of the very best quality. 


T. Y. S.—Look in the play of‘ Richard the Th'rd”’ 
in the first act, and you will find the passage. 


Pantomimge.— Who is the best clown in any of the 
pantomimes this Christmas? The best clowns we 
consider to be Tom Matthews, Flexmore, and 
Stilt. We think Flexmore bears the bell. 


.R. J.—The figures on each side of the drop- 

scene at the Haymarket, are merely emblema- 
tical, representing tragedy and comedy, the one 
on the right is not representing any particular 
character. We have not forgot the Garrick 
article on Lear. 
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THE PANTOMIMES, 

From the wonderful events that have 
marked the passage of the year 1848, 
the political as well as social, ample food for 
production of something out of the com- 
mon way in the Christmas novelties has 
been provided. That they have attempted 
to avail themselves of the opportunity in 
some cases is true, but most of them do not 
exibit that point the magnitude of political 
disturbances lead us to expect. We do 
not mean to say that either oi the enter- 
tainments is below mediocrity, but merely 
mention it as an instance that mostly 
where unusually much is expected partial 
disappointment is generally the result. 
As usual all the pantomimes are the best, 


jat least the bills of each house declare 
‘them to be so, and thus the public must 
visit every establishment if they wish to 
satisfy themselves as to the truth of these 
declarations. We have had _ inquiries 
from several quarters all eager to have our 
opinion, but we do not like placing our- 
selves in such a peculiar position, for each 
of the other parties would perhaps be 
thinking, though unjustly, that we had 
some private reason, or that we wished to 
assist some particular artiste, author, or 
establishment. Nevertheless we will say 
thus much that we have seen one Panto- 
mime this season which surpasses every 
thing of the kind we have seen for years, 
that from the conclusion of the overture to 
the fall of the curtain the audieuce are 
kept in a hearty laugh, one in which not 
only the interest does not flag, but the 
incidents happy, merry, and abundant. 
Which that is we leave our Readers to 
find out for themselves. 





THE LATE FAILURE OF NATIVE OPERA, 


It has been long said that the two large 
theatres were unsuited for the efficient re- 
presentation of the legitimate drama; the 
same remark may now be applied to Eng- 
lish opera. In fact, whatever kind of en- 
tertainment is produced that may be fairly 
classed as a dramatic entertainment, failure 
is almost certain to be the result. From the 
announcement from the long array of ta- 
lented names, from the managerial tact of 
Mr. Bunn, something that would have 
maintained some show of vitality might have 
been expected. But, no! from the first 
night of the rising of the curtain the desti- 
nies of the Native Opera seemed but too 
plain to all those who watch with a keen 
eye each new attempt to please that fickle 
jade—the taste of a metropolitan public, 
There was a something in the performance 
that almost caused one to anticipate the 
struggles the opera company would have to 
undergo. When we looked around, we 
feared it was but the novelty and curiosity 
of an opening night that had drawn so many 
together, and not the desire to support the 
English opera, Night after night each dis- 
played more vacant benches, until at length 





reduction of prices was determined upon. 
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For a few nights there was some show of 
success ; but afterwards ~ need we repeat, 
what is too well known——the state of affairs | 
became as bad as it was possible to be, and | 
the company sufficiently;numerous to have 
formed an opera at two or three minor 
establishments, was disbanded,’‘disbursed, 
destroyed. Three months |:ad covered its | 
preparations, its working, and its destrue- 
tion. It now remains for some other party, 
desirous of parting with ‘his gold, to make 
another attempt to open’ its unfortunate 
doors. Whoever he should be, let him 





consider his Herculean task, and think that 
where Macready, Charles Kemble, Madame 
Vestris, and many others have suffered, 
what his chance of success is likely to be. 


PROVINCI 


AL. 





Mr. Stuart, the tragedian, late 


Bart. 
of the E irket Theatre, and Miss Stuart, 
his daughter, have heen fulfilling an engage- 
ment ,at the bath Wheatre. They are 
announced to appear this week in “The 
Stranger,’ the comedy of “Money,” and 
other pieces. Dickens’s ‘Haunted Man” 
will be produced at this theatre to-morrow. 

Oxrorp, JAN. 2.— (From our Special 
Correspondent.) — ‘THe JENNY Linp Con- 
CERT.—(Continued from page 407.).—The | 
ten minutes interval had scarcely elapsed, | 
when Balfe again appeared and the orchestra 
under his guidance delighted the audience 
with Rossini’s overture of J] Barbiere, the 
effect of which was unfortunately, some- 
what marred by the buzz of the returning 
auditory, the fainting of ladies, &c. M. 
Hlerrmann next appeared for the perfor- 
mance of his solo on the violin, Jd Carnavole. 
This was followed by the Gem of the Con- 
cert,—the trio for voice and two flutes, 
Mdlle. Jenny Lind, M. Keinusat, aud Mr. 
King, from Meyerbeer’s “Camp of Silesia.” 
The exquisite rendering of this lovely piece, 
of course produced the greatest applause, | 
and an unanimous encore: the duetto which | 
followed, between Signor Lablache and | 
Belletti, D’un bell uso, from Rossiui’s “Il | 
Tarco ;” this was most artistically rendered, 
und received a loud encore. Signor E. 
Belletti next performed a solo on the elari- 
onette, which was listened to with breath- 





| Bulwer Lytton’s play of ‘* Richelieu.” 


| character. 





from “Der Freischutz,” wih violincello 
obligato by Sig. Piatti. Sig ior Pelletti was 
the next vocalist; ard he give Mozart’s 
famed aria Noa piu andrai from ‘ Le Nozze 
di Figaro,” in his usual brilliant style. 
Coventry. — Mr. Henry Betty com- 
menced a short engagement here on 
Monday, appearing as the Cardinal in Sir 
Ile 
was most successful; indeed it is indisputa- 
ble that no other performer on the British 
stage could be more effective in this fine 
IIe was tolerably well supported 
by the rest of the company, particularly by 
Mrs. Hudson Kirby in the character of 
Julie de Mortemar. Mr. Betty appeared 
on Wednesday in the part of Alfred Evelyn, 


in the same anthor’s comedy of ‘* Money,” 


and on Friday in the “ Bride of Lammer- 
moor,” and Planche’s “ Faint Heart never 
won Fair Lady.” 

Iluty. -— (Lessee, Mr. Pritchard). —A 
new pantomime, or rather arevival, bas been 
produced here, called *‘ Mother Goose,” in 
which Veroni makes a good Harlequin, Bur- 
chell an excellent Pantaloon, and Chadwick 
a first rate Clown. The Columbine of Ma- 
dame Angelina delighted by its finish. But 
“the be all and end all” is the barrel fect 
of Chadwick's. It absolutely astounds the 
performers themselves. Some of the Lon- 
den managers should witness it, and a 
speedy translation from Hull to the metro- 
polis would be the sequel. 

Dersy.— Theatre Royal.— We are sorry 
to say business is not very good here. The 
“ Flowers of the Forest” was revived on 
Monilay night to a very indifferent house. 
On Tuesday, the officers of the Midland 
Railway gave their patronage. The comedy 
of the ‘* Hypocrite” was well played, parti- 
ularly the characters of Charlotte, Old 
Lady Lambert, Dr. Cantwell, and Maumorm, 
by Miss J. F. Saville, Mrs. Barrlett, Mr. 
Voltaire, and Mr. Artaud. Colonel Lam- 
bert was played in a gentlemanly manner 
by Mr. Sidney. Mrs J. F. Saville will take 
her benefit previous to her appearing at 
Windsor Castle, on Thursday, the 10th, in 
the tragedy of “ Hamlet.” The season 
will close on Friday, and the company pro- 
ceed to Nottingham. 

Borron.—This theatre closed its season 
somewhat abruptly, on Wednesday, after a 


less attention it was succeeded by Malle. | week’s duration. The musicians struck for 
Lind in Weber's covatina, Unod die Wolke, | their previous weck’s salary, the consequence 








of which was that a rumpus took place and 


the money was returned. 


Another proof 
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= a 


'deputed to convey the acknowledgments of 
'the general committee, and to present a 


of the curse of men taking theatres who | testimonial of their gratitude and regard— 
have not a penny in their pockets or talent | read an address, which, with the testimonial 


to manage av establishment. 

Norwicu.—Theatre Royal. — (Mr. A. 
Wright, Manager.) —The business here has 
been anything but good since Thursday 
evening, n fact, the Pantomime keeps peo- 
ple from the house, and the sooner it is 
withdrawn the better for the manager. 
“* William Tell” has been excellently played ; 
the hero by Mr. C. Dillon, and Gesler by 
Mr. Waldron. The entertainments con- 
cluded with ‘* Katherine and Petruchio ;” 
Petruchio, Mr. C. Dillon ; Catherine, Mrs. 
C. Dillon. 

Lereps.—The ‘* New Theatre” as it is 
called, in King Charles’ Croft, has been 
opened under the management of Mr. W. 
S. Thorne with considerable eclat, It is 
handsomely fitted up and all the appoint- 
ments and adjuncts to effective dramatic 
representations have been provided upon 
a most liberal scale. The stage manager 
is Mr. J. W. Benson who performs his 
duties very efficiently and is ably seconded 
by a well selected though entirely provincial 
company. Hitherto the house has been 
remarkably well attended, and the new spe- 
culation appears likely—as indeed might 
be expected—to well repay the efforts of the 
respected manager. 

NEWMARKET.—Throughout the whole of 
our season the theatre has been most liberal- 
ly supported by the gentry and townspeople 
generally—the last three weeks particularly 
so. Mrs. Charles Gill has reappeared here, 
and as usual excited the greatest admiration. 
We hear that the popular drama, entitled, 
“The Three Ways of Living,” is in prepa- 
ration in conjunction with many other novel- 
ties. 


Tue Mancuester Roya INFiIrMary. 


—On Monday afternoon, Mr. J. C. Harter, 


mary, and of the general committee of the 
Lind concerts. Afterwards the Rev. Canon 





| Olymp'c 
treasurer to the Infirmary,. and the Rev. | 
Canon Clifton, an active member of the, 
concerts committee, went with Mr. Schwabe | 
to Crumpnall House, to present to Madlle. | 
Lind the thanks of the board of the infir- | 


was left with Mdlle. Lind. The testimonial 
consists of a very handsome dressing case, 
of Coromandel wood, very chastely and ele- 
gantly fitted up, and with silver mountings 
—the manufacture of Messrs. Edwards and 
Co. of London; aud a beautiful necklace of 
pearls, with elegant diamond clasp or centre, 
supplied by Messrs. T. and J. Ollivant, 
jewellers, &c, of this city, This rich and 
appropriate ornament is formed of a single 
row of fifty-nine pearls ; with a very hand- 
some centre, composed of a cluster of dia- 
monds, suspended from which is a large 
pearl of pear shape. This diamond centre, 
with its peudant pearl, can be detached and 
worn as a brooch. Upon a silver shield, 
inlaid in the dressing case, is engraved the 
fullowing inscription :—‘ To Mademoiselle 
Jenny Lind, through whose gratuitous ser- 
vices, at two concerts, on the 19th and 21st 
of December, 1848, the munificent sum of 
£2,512 18s. 11d. has been realized towards 
the erection of an additional wing to the 
Manchester Royal Infirmary, this dressing 
case, together with the accompanying neck- 
lace of pear's, is presented by the committee, 
as a sincere token of gratitude for her 
generous services, and with their best wishes 
for her future welfare and happiness. — 
Manchester, January Ist, 1849. 


AUTHORS OF THE CHRISTMAS 
MERRIMENTS. 
1847-48 
A. Smith 
Crowgquill 
A. Beckett 
Lemon 
Princess's ececee Rodwell 
Lyceum ....+... Planche 
Sadlers Wells .. Greenwood 
Marylebone .... Blanchard 
eeeees Blanchard 
Astley’s ...++... Nelson Lee 
Surrey ...++... Nelson Lee 
City sees ye- see Monci-ft 
Queen’s eoeeeees 
Standard ....+.+ Nelson Lee 
Victoria ...+++.. Blanchard 
Pavilion 


1848-49 


Drury Lane .. } 


Haymarket .. Brough 


Rodwell 
Planche 
Greenwood 
Webb 
Blanchard 
Nelson Lee 
Blanchard 
Nelson Lee 


Douglass 
Blanchard 
Neale 


Clifton—who, with Mr, Harter, had been! Strand ,.++++.. Fox Cooper 
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AMERICAN THEATRICALS. 
Burton’s TuEATRE.—This house is doing the 
“The California Gold 


Mine and Where’s Barnum?” are the present at- 


best business ia the ci y. 
practions. ‘The Adelphi burlesque of ** Slasher and 
Cra-her” are about to be produced. The public 
are all on the tiptoe of expectation to witness them. 

The Bowery is still doing a good business: with 
Herr Dreisbach and his lions and tigers. 

Tie Broadway Tueatre is about to close, unless 
the burning of the Park should make any ditference 
to its success. 

‘The Olympic, under the management of Mitch- 
ell, is not doing so well thia season. 

The Walnu’-street and Arch-street Theatres, in 
Philadelphia, are both doing remarkably well. 

Boston Tueatres.—There are only two houses 
open, and those only doing a.modcrite business. 
The Museum and Circuses are doing well. 

The excitement got up by Forrest against Ma- 
c:eady having died away, he (Mr. Macready) is 
only playing to moderate business. 





POETRY. 





SONG. 
By Henry P. Mitts, Esa. 
Oh! think not of me when bright pleasures sur- 
round thee, 
When each moment is fraught with new bliss as 
it flies ; 
When Joy with a Garland of Roscs has crowned 
thee, 
And happiness beams from thy lovely dark eyes! 
But if ’ver thy fair brow be clouded with soriow, 
If ever pale sickness asgail thee—or when 
Consolation thou fain wouldst from memory borrow, 
Remember me then—O'! renember me then ! 


Oh! think not of me, when thy prospects before 
thee 
Are bright as the east at the dawn of the day; 
When gaiety’s mantle is lightly thrown o’er thee, 
And sickness and sorrow have vanish’d away. 
But if ever by moonlight thou wander’st alone, 
By the wave-girdled shore, or the wild-wood glen, 
And thy mind dwells on bliss that for ever is flown, 
Remember me then—Oh! remember me then! 
Camberwell, 





OUR CHATTER=BOX. 





Mr. Mitchell has announced the commencement 
of the French performances at the St. James’s 
Theatre, on Monday, the 15th inst., with a com- 
pany from the Opera Comique in Paris. The 
pieces on the opening night will be Paer’s ‘ Le 
Maitre de Chapelle,” compressed into one act, and 
Auber’s opera of ** Le Domino Noir.” A variety 
of other popular operatic works will be produced in 
succession. The performers are the elite of the 
Opera Comique, and musical artists, English and 
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fo-eign, of the highest repute have been engaged 
for the occasion, under the direction of Mr. Charles 
Han sens, director of the Brussels Opera. 

Mr. Nelson Lee has had prese:ted to him a hand- 
some silver snutf-box by Mr, Batty, the proprietor 
of As ley’s Amphitheatre, acc mpanied by a note 
from M-. Batty expressive of his acknowledgments 
for Mr. Lee’s tilent in writing and attention in pro- 
ducing the clever pantomime at his establishment. 

VauxHaLt GarpDENs. — The proprieto ship of 
these gardens for the ensuing season has been as- 
signed by rumour to a vaiiety of persons. We, 
however, understand that the “ royal property ’’ is 
to be, as heretofure, un.ler the sole management of 
Mr. K. Wardell, and ail the preliminary arrang: - 
ments to that effict have been definitely settled be- 
tween that gentleman and the solicitor of the pro- 
perty. 

The association des Comediens Francais (which 
is similar to our Theatrical Funds) had lately on the 
books some very aged artistes as among their reci- 
pients. The following list contains the names of 
these pensioners according to the seniority of their 
professional career ; it is curious likewise, as show- 
ing the longevity of performers :—M. Fragnean, 
father of the French stage, 84 yearsold; M. Meriel, 
76; Madame Meriel, 75; Madame Brunet, 79; M. 
Bergeronau, 72; M. Bignon, 79; M. Pougin, sen., 
74: M. Bougnol, 81; Madame Clairencon, 91; 
Mademoiselle Zoe Duquesnois, 72: M. Masson, 73. 
Among the number, ‘it will be perceived, is Made- 
moiselle 72 years old! 

DeprREssION OF THE DRAMA IN FRANCE.—In 
consequence of the municipal authorities of several 
provincial cities being unwilling or unable to grant 
a ‘‘subvention,” or grant of money to support the 
local theatres, a great number are closed, and some 
converted into store-houses ; that at Dijon is likely 
to become a granary. 

It is known but to a few that the Duc de Nemours 
has written a tragedy in five acts, of which report 
speaks favourably. It is rumoured that this work 
will be represented here in the approaching London 
season during Madlle. Rachel’s short visit, when 
this talented lady is to sustain the part of the hero- 
ine. It has never been played but once, and that 
was at the court theatre of the Tuileries. 

Madame Anna Thillon.—It is reported(we know 
not how truly), that the popular composer, Auber, 
has expressed a wish that this distinguished vocal- 
ist should take the princip:1 role in the new opera 
of his, shortly to be brought out in London. 
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